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Species of Conservation Concern (SCC) and At-Risk Species 

What are Species of Conservation Concern?  
SCC are defined in the 2012 Planning Rule as: A species “... other than federally recognized threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate species, that is known to occur in 

the plan area and for which the regional forester has determined that the best available scientific information indicates substantial concern about the species’ capability to per-

sist over the long-term in the plan area.” [36 CFR 219.9(c)]   

 

 

 

 

 

What are at-risk species?  
At-Risk Species are “…collectively, the federally recognized threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species and species of conservation concern within a plan ar-

ea.” [FSH 1909.12, Zero Code] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do At-Risk Species fit into the Forest Plan Revision Process? 
Phase 1: The Assessment — At-risk Species (SCC and Federally Listed T&E and Candidate species) are identified in the 2012 Planning Rule[36 CFR 219.6(b)(5)] as one of the required 

Assessment topics.  COMPLETED 
 

Phase 2: Plan Development — The 2012 Planning Rule[36 CFR 219.9(b)(1)] requires that plan components are developed to ensure that the ecological conditions are managed to en-

sure viable populations of SCC species. The flowchart below provides additional clarification of this interrelationship between SCC and Plan components.  IN PROCESS 
 

NEPA — The SCC will be incorporated into the draft Revised Forest Plan and will go through the NEPA process concurrently with the Revised Forest Plan Draft Environmental Im-

pact Statement (DEIS).  NEXT STEP  
 

Phase 3: Implementation — SCC status reviews will be incorporated into the bi-annual Forest reviews and reporting process which will be used to inform the 

Forest’s adaptive management approach. 

La Sal Mountain Groundsel  

(Senecio fremontii V. inexpectus) 
Fringed Myotis (Myotis thysanodes) American Pika (Ochotona princeps) 

La Sal Daisy (Erigeron mancus) 
photo courtesy of Barb Smith (USFS) 

Boreal Toad  (Anaxyrus boreas) 
photo courtesy of Dick Cannings (NatureServe) 

Townsend’s Big-eared Bat  

(Corynorhinus townsendii) 
photo courtesy of BLM (no credit) 

Bonneville Cutthroat Trout  

(Oncorhynchus clarkii utah) 
photo courtesy of Steve Stoner (USGS) 

Black Rosy-finch  

(Leucosticte atrata) 
photo courtesy of Paul Higgins (UtahBirds.org) 

(Hayward et al. 2016) 

Greater Sage-grouse  

(Centrocercus urophasianus) 

Baker's Oreoxis (Oreoxis bakeri) 
photo courtesy of Barb Smith (USFS) 

Isley’s Milkvetch  (Astragalus isleyi) 
photo courtesy of Duane Atwood  (USFS) 

Colorado River Cutthroat Trout (Oncorhynchus 

clarkii pleuriticus) 
photo courtesy of Steve Stoner (USGS) 

Non-plant Species — 11 species have been identified as initial 

SCC species. These species will be carried forward into the devel-

opment of the Revised  

Forest Plan. 

Plant Species —  32 plant species have been identified as initial 

SCC species. These species will be carried forward into the devel-

opment of the Revised  

Forest Plan. 

Federally listed Threatened, Endangered, 

Proposed and Candidate Species 

Federally Listed Species —  A total of 6 federally listed species 

have been identified as occurring within the plan area (5 non-plant 

species and 1 plant  

species). These species will be carried forward into the develop-

ment of the  

Revised Forest Plan. 

AT-RISK SPECIES AND PHASE 2:  

PLAN DEVELOPMENT  

Per the 2012 Planning Rule [36 CFR 219.9)] , plan components must    

include components that: 

 Maintain or restore rare aquatic and terrestrial plant and    

animal communities 

 Contribute to the recovery of federally listed threatened and  

endangered species 

 Conserve proposed and candidate species 

 Maintain a viable population of each SCC species 

AT-RISK SPECIES AND PHASE 2:  

NEPA  

Plan components developed during Phase 2: Plan Development 

will be carried forward into the NEPA process for the entire draft 

plan; that  

includes those developed as required for identified At-Risk species.  
 

WHO MAKES THE FINAL DECISION FOR A 

FOREST’S SPECIES OF CONSERVATION CONCERN? 

Per the 2012 Planning Rule [36 CFR 219.7(c)(3)] , “The regional forester 

shall identify the species of conservation concern for the plan ar-

ea…”  

 

A SCC Criteria Flowchart and a SCC Procedural Flowchart are  

available below as handouts. 
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Tall Fleabane  (Erigeron elitor) 

Navajo Beardtongue (Penstemon 

navajoa) 

Black-head Fleabane  (Erigeron melanocephalus) Mexican Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis) Canadian Lynx (Lynx Canadensis) 

 

SEE HANDOUT ON TABLE FOR LIST OF INITIAL 

IDENTIFIED SPECIES OF CONSERVATION CONCERN 


